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The Body of the Peopleisthe first comprehensive study of dance and choreography in East Germany. More
than twenty years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, Jens Richard Giersdorf investigates a national dance
history in the German Democratic Republic, from its founding as a Communist state that supplanted the
Soviet zone of occupation in 1949 through the aftermath of its collapse forty years later, examining complex
themes of nationhood, ideology, resistance, and diaspora through an innovative mix of archival research,
critical theory, personal narrative, and performance analysis.

Giersdorf looks closely at uniquely East German dance forms—including mass exercise events, national
folk dances, Marxist-L eninist visions staged by the dance ensemble of the armed forces, the vast amateur
dance culture, East Germany’ s version of Tanztheater, and socialist alternativesto rock ‘n’ roll—to
demonstrate how dance was used both as aform of corporeal utopia and of embodied socialist propaganda
and indoctrination. The Body of the People a so explores the artists working in the shadow of official culture
who used dance and movement to critique and resist state power, notably Charlotte von Mahlsdorf, Arila
Siegert, and Fine Kwiatkowski. Giersdorf considers a myriad of embodied responses to the Communist state
even after reunification, analyzing the embodiment of the fall of the Berlin Wall in the works of Jo Fabian
and Sasha Waltz, and the diasporic traces of East German culture abroad, exemplified by the Chilean
choreographer Patricio Bunster.
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From reader reviews:
Patrick Walker:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstabl e resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All

those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Body of the People: East German Dance since
1945 (Studies in Dance History) as your daily resource information.

Cindy Knutson:

Reading a book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Body of the People: East German Dance since 1945 (Studies in Dance History), you could tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
guide.

M ar anda Shoemaker :

The guide with title The Body of the People: East German Dance since 1945 (Studies in Dance History) has
alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. This book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
now. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
with new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Jennifer Day:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book The Body of the People: East German Dance since 1945 (Studies in Dance
History) wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling
point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways
to get book which you wanted.
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