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Despite attempts to promote the aesthetics of ruins in Russia—from Catherine the Great’s construction of
fake ruins in imperial parks to Josef Brodsky’s elegiac meditations—ruins have never achieved the status
they enjoy in Western Europe. While the Soviet Union was notorious for leveling churches, post-Soviet
Russia has only intensified the practice of massive destruction and reconstruction. Architecture of Oblivion
examines the role of ruins in the development of Russia’s historical consciousness from the 18th century to
the present. Investigating the meaning and functions ruins have acquired in Russian culture, Schönle looks at
ideological reasons for the current disregard for the value of ruins and historical buildings, in particular by
political authorities, and reveals how ruins have often become a site of resistance to official ideology and an
invitation to map out alternative visions of history and of statehood.

An interdisciplinary study of Russia’s response to ruins has never been attempted, although the topic of ruins
has garnered considerable interest in Western Europe and in the U.S. This original work from a leading
authority on the subject will appeal to historians of Russian culture and thought, literature and art scholars,
and general readers interested in ruins.
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From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Architecture of Oblivion: Ruins and
Historical Consciousness in Modern Russia. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Tracie Wright:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the
Architecture of Oblivion: Ruins and Historical Consciousness in Modern Russia is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Jonathan Woods:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
called of book Architecture of Oblivion: Ruins and Historical Consciousness in Modern Russia. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
location to other place.

Iva Simmon:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book Architecture of Oblivion: Ruins and Historical Consciousness in Modern Russia we can consider more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book
Architecture of Oblivion: Ruins and Historical Consciousness in Modern Russia. You can more desirable
than now.
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