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A critical reader of the history of marriage understands that it is an institution that has always been in flux. It
is also a decidedly complicated one, existing simultaneously in the realms of religion, law, and emotion. And
yet recent years have seen dramatic and heavily waged battles over the proposition of including same sex
couples in marriage. Just what is at stake in these battles?
 
License to Wed examines the meanings of marriage for couples in the two first states to extend that right to
same sex couples: California and Massachusetts. The two states provide a compelling contrast: while in
California the rights that go with marriage—inheritance, custody, and so forth—were already granted to
couples under the state’s domestic partnership law, those in Massachusetts did not have this same set of
rights. At the same time, Massachusetts has offered civil marriage consistently since 2004; Californians, on
the other hand, have experienced a much more turbulent legal path. And yet, same-sex couples in both states
seek to marry for a variety of interacting, overlapping, and evolving reasons that do not vary significantly by
location.
 
The evidence shows us that for many of these individuals, access to civil marriage in particular—not
domestic partnership alone, no matter how broad—and not a commitment ceremony alone, no matter how
emotional—is a home of such personal, civic, political, and instrumental resonance that it is ultimately
difficult to disentangle the many meanings of marriage. This book attempts to do so, and in the process
reveals just what is at stake for these couples, how access to a legal institution fundamentally alters their
consciousness, and what the impact of legal inclusion is for those traditionally excluded.
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From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

The experience that you get from License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples is the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to
Same-Sex Couples giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific License
to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples instantly.

Jennifer Walker:

The book untitled License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you.
The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means
to Same-Sex Couples from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Gerri Townsend:

The book untitled License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice go through.

Denise Lee:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples was
filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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