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During the nineteenth century, British and American settlers acquired a vast amount of land from indigenous
people throughout the Pacific, but in no two places did they acquire it the same way. Stuart Banner tells the
story of colonial settlement in Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, Tonga, Hawaii, California, Oregon, Washington,
British Columbia, and Alaska. Today, indigenous people own much more land in some of these places than
in others. And certain indigenous peoples benefit from treaty rights, while others do not. These variations are
traceable to choices made more than a century ago--choices about whether indigenous people were the
owners of their land and how that land was to be transferred to whites.

Banner argues that these differences were not due to any deliberate land policy created in London or
Washington. Rather, the decisions were made locally by settlers and colonial officials and were based on
factors peculiar to each colony, such as whether the local indigenous people were agriculturalists and what
level of political organization they had attained. These differencesloom very large now, perhaps even larger
than they did in the nineteenth century, because they continue to influence the course of litigation and
political struggle between indigenous people and whites over claims to land and other resources.

Possessing the Pacific is an original and broadly conceived study of how colonial struggles over land till
shape the relations between whites and indigenous people throughout much of the world.
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From reader reviews:
Armando Mosley:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the erawhich is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It isagood choice for yourself but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This POSSESSING
THE PACIFIC is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Dominique Rigney:

The feeling that you get from POSSESSING THE PACIFIC is amore deep you excavating the information
that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but POSSESSING THE PACIFIC giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this kind of POSSESSING THE PACIFIC instantly.

Debra Unger:

POSSESSING THE PACIFIC can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving hisher effort that
will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing POSSESSING THE PACIFIC yet doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. Thisgreat information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Solange Smith:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The POSSESSING THE PACIFIC will give you new experience in looking at a
book.
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