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The modern law of search and seizure permits warrantless searches that ruin the citizenry's trust in law
enforcement, harms minorities, and embraces an individualistic notion of the rights that it protects, ignoring
essential roles that properly-conceived protections of privacy, mobility, and property play in uniting
Americans. Many believe the Fourth Amendment is a poor bulwark against state tyrannies, particularly
during the War on Terror.

Historical amnesia has obscured the Fourth Amendment's positive aspects, and Andrew E. Taslitz rescues its
forgotten history in Reconstructing the Fourth Amendment, which includes two novel arguments. First,
that the original Fourth Amendment of 1791—born in political struggle between the English and the
colonists—served important political functions, particularly in regulating expressive political violence.
Second, that the Amendment’s meaning changed when the Fourteenth Amendment was created to give teeth
to outlawing slavery, and its focus shifted from primary emphasis on individualistic privacy notions as
central to a white democratic polis to enhanced protections for group privacy, individual mobility, and
property in a multi-racial republic.

With an understanding of the historical roots of the Fourth Amendment, suggests Taslitz, we can upend
negative assumptions of modern search and seizure law, and create new institutional approaches that give
political voice to citizens and safeguard against unnecessary humiliation and dehumanization at the hands of
the police.
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From reader reviews:

John Newton:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Reconstructing the Fourth Amendment: A History of Search and Seizure,
1789-1868 book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Reconstructing the Fourth Amendment: A History
of Search and Seizure, 1789-1868 content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
even now thinking Reconstructing the Fourth Amendment: A History of Search and Seizure, 1789-1868 is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Sharon Bradley:

Exactly why? Because this Reconstructing the Fourth Amendment: A History of Search and Seizure, 1789-
1868 is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

Cynthia Olson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Reconstructing the Fourth Amendment: A History of
Search and Seizure, 1789-1868 why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Robert Fox:

This Reconstructing the Fourth Amendment: A History of Search and Seizure, 1789-1868 is brand-new way
for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Reconstructing the Fourth Amendment: A History of Search and Seizure, 1789-1868 can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books create



itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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