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"In his interdisciplinary review of material culture, Ian Woodward goes beyond synthesis to offer a
theoretically innovative reconstruction of the field. It is filled with gems of conceptual insight and empirical
discovery. A wonderful book."

- Jeffrey C. Alexander, Yale University

"A well-grounded and accessible survey of the burgeoning field of material culture studies for students in
sociology and consumption studies. While situating the field within the history of intellectual thought in the
broader social sciences, it offers detailed and accessible case studies. These are supplemented by very useful
directions for further in-depth reading, making it an excellent undergraduate course companion."

- Victor Buchli, University College London

Why are i-pods and mobile phones fashion accessories? Why do people spend thousands remodelling their
perfectly functional kitchen? Why do people crave shoes or handbags? Is our desire for objects unhealthy, or
irrational?

Objects have an inescapable hold over us, not just in consumer culture but increasingly in the disciplines that
study social relations too. This book offers a systematic overview of the diverse ways of studying the
material as culture. Surveying the field of material culture studies through an examination and synthesis of
classical and contemporary scholarship on objects, commodities, consumption, and symbolization, this book:

introduces the key concepts and approaches in the study of objects and their meanings●

presents the full sweep of core theory - from Marxist and critical approaches to structuralism and semiotics●

shows how and why people use objects to perform identity, achieve social status, and narrativize life●

experiences
analyzes everyday domains in which objects are important●

shows why studying material culture is necessary for understanding the social.●



This book will be essential reading for students and researchers in sociology, anthropology, cultural studies,
consumer behaviour studies, design and fashion studies.
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From reader reviews:

Nakia Schultz:

In other case, little people like to read book Understanding Material Culture. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Understanding Material
Culture. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Steven Anderson:

The particular book Understanding Material Culture has a lot of information on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after reading this article book.

Pamela Rhodes:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Understanding Material Culture why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions
to pick up this book.

John Davis:

Beside this particular Understanding Material Culture in your phone, it might give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Understanding Material Culture because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from
now!
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