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Whether to accept or to challenge conventional notions of 'reality' and 'common-sense' is a question that has
beendebated since antiquity. Do we contentedly accept the 'cages' or constraints seemingly imposed by the
human condition, as well as by the intellectual frameworks of science, language, history, and ethics? Or do
we aspire to escape and transcend them in an endless quest for something preferable – some indefinable
'sublime'?

Beverley Southgateexplores both traditions, identifying two seemingly distinct 'classes of men', variously
exemplified by such thinkers as Aristotle and Plato, Bentham and Coleridge, Tolstoy and Nietzsche. Having
its starting point in intellectual history, his investigation crosses disciplinary boundaries, drawing on
evidence and ideas from philosophers, psychologists, theologians, novelists, poets, and artists. With its
recommendation of continuing tension or (in Emerson's terminology) 'oscillation' between acceptance and
aspiration, and its positive agenda for the humanities of a 'duty of discontent', this work has important
practical implications for politics and education.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Schrader:

The book Contentment in Contention give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use
to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Contentment in Contention for being
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a reserve Contentment
in Contention. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Carolyn Lutz:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for us. The book Contentment in Contention has been making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-
book Contentment in Contention is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book Contentment in Contention. You never sense lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Charles Morris:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is Contentment in Contention this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Debera Jessie:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Contentment in Contention or maybe others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping
them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Contentment
in Contention to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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