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In what tense should we refer to the dead? The question has long been asked, from Cicero to Julian Barnes.
Answering it is partly a matter of grammar and stylistic convention. But the hesitation, annoyance, even
distress that can be caused by the 'wrong' tense suggests that more may be at stake—our very relation to the
dead. This book, the first to test that hypothesis, investigates how tenses were used in sixteenth- and early
seventeenth-century France (especially

in French but also in Latin) to refer to dead friends, lovers, family members, enemies, colleagues, writers,
officials, kings and queens of recent times, but aso to those who had died long before, whether Christ, the
saints, or the ancient Greeks and Romans who posthumously filled the minds of

Renaissance humanists. Did tenses refer to the dead in ways that contributed to granting them differing
degrees of presence (and absence)? Did tenses communicate dimensions of posthumous presence (and
absence) that partly eluded more concept-based affirmations? The investigation ranges from funerary and
devotional writing to Eucharistic theology, from poetry to humanist paratexts, from Rabelais's prose fiction
to Montaigne's Essais. Primarily awork of literary and cultural history, it

also draws on early modern grammatical thought and on modern linguistics (with its concept of aspect and
its questioning of 'tense’), while arguing that neither can fully explain the phenomena studied. The book
briefly compares early modern usage with tendencies in modern French and English in the West,

asking whether changes in belief about posthumous survival have been accompanied by changes in tense-
use.
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From reader reviews:
Nancy Wiersma:

The book Death and Tenses: Posthumous Presence in Early Modern France make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Death and
Tenses: Posthumous Presence in Early Modern France to be your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Death and Tenses: Posthumous Presence in Early
Modern France. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So
, how do you think about this guide?

Kate Sutton:

The particular book Death and Tenses: Posthumous Presence in Early Modern France has alot of knowledge
on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was published by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Kellie Smith:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Death and Tenses:
Posthumous Presence in Early Modern France that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied ssimply by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So,
for al you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Death and Tenses: Posthumous
Presence in Early Modern France become your own personal starter.

Melvin Smith:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book
Death and Tenses: Posthumous Presence in Early Modern France we can consider more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Death and Tenses:
Posthumous Presence in Early Modern France. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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