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Gothic, mysterious, theatrical, fatally flawed, and dazzling, the life of Edgar Allan Poe, one of America’s
greatest and most versatile writers, is the ideal subject for Peter Ackroyd. Poe wrote lyrical poetry and
macabre psychological melodramas; invented the first fictional detective; and produced pioneering works of
science fiction and fantasy. His innovative style, images, and themes had a tremendous impact on European
romanticism, symbolism, and surrealism, and continue to influence writers today.
In this essential addition to his canon of acclaimed biographies, Peter Ackroyd explores Poe’s literary
accomplishments and legacy against the background of his erratic, dramatic, and sometimes sordid life.
Ackroyd chronicles Poe’s difficult childhood, his bumpy academic and military careers, and his complex
relationships with women, including his marriage to his thirteen-year-old cousin. He describes Poe’s much-
written-about problems with gambling and alcohol with sympathy and insight, showing their connections to
Poe’s childhood and the trials, as well as the triumphs, of his adult life. Ackroyd’s thoughtful, perceptive
examinations of some of Poe’s most famous works shed new light on these classics and on the troubled and
brilliant genius who created them.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Chretien:

The book Poe: A Life Cut Short (Ackroyd's Brief Lives) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Poe: A
Life Cut Short (Ackroyd's Brief Lives)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Poe: A Life Cut Short (Ackroyd's Brief Lives) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Gina Keller:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Poe: A Life Cut Short (Ackroyd's
Brief Lives) book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Terry Buehler:

This book untitled Poe: A Life Cut Short (Ackroyd's Brief Lives) to be one of several books that best seller
in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Shawn Hoffman:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a guide. The book Poe: A Life Cut Short (Ackroyd's Brief Lives) it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.
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