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The life of Samuel Beckett (1906-1989) has been the subject of exhaustive scholarship, yet by contrast
Beckett himself was a spare, minimalist writer who deeply distrusted the techniques of biography. In this
new, concise, critical account of Beckett's life and work, Andrew Gibson seeks to remain faithful to the
writer's artistic aims, staying close to Beckett's style of thought and work in his analysis of this supremely
modern figure. Beckett's Rockaby ends with a resounding 'fuck life': Samuel Beckett takes as its touchstone
the formidable Beckettian drive to give up on the world. Gibson locates the logic of Beckett's drive through
an analysis of his responses to modern history, showing how Beckett came to have an unusually profound
feeling for the Zeitgeist, and a power of conveying it unrivalled by any other contemporary artist. This book
tracks Beckett's painful progress through the historical situations that defined his experience: Ireland after
independence, Paris and the Aecole Normale Superieure in the late twenties, London in the thirties, Nazi
Germany, Vichy France, the early years of the Fourth Republic, the Cold War and the triumph of Capital in
the 1980s. It also analyses the (often muted and oblique) traces of and responses to these situations in a range
of Beckett's works. As Gibson cogently argues, Beckett was devastated by modern history without being
finally completely overpowered by it. He shows that Beckett espoused an extreme version of the Romantic
doctrine that art is a criticism of historical forms of life, but also that Beckett's version is wryly ironical and
perverse, for it stubbornly refuses to assume that life can ever say its final word.
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From reader reviews:

Georgette Tang:

Precisely why? Because this Samuel Beckett (Critical Lives) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So
, still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Whitney Martinez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Samuel Beckett (Critical Lives) guide
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Samuel Beckett (Critical Lives) as good book not
merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its
include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Ernie Fleishman:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Samuel Beckett (Critical Lives). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book,
it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Charles Bock:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Samuel Beckett (Critical Lives) when you needed it?
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