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Americans commonly recognize television, e-mail, and instant messaging as agents of pervasive cultural
change. But many of us may not realize that what we now call snail mail was once just as revolutionary. As
David M. Henkin argues in The Postal Age, a burgeoning postal network initiated major cultural shifts
during the nineteenth century, laying the foundation for the interconnectedness that now defines our ever-
evolving world of telecommunications. 

This fascinating history traces these shifts from their beginnings in the mid-1800s, when cheaper postage,
mass literacy, and migration combined to make the long-established postal service a more integral and viable
part of everyday life. With such dramatic events as the Civil War and the gold rush underscoring the
importance and necessity of the post, a surprisingly broad range of Americans—male and female, black and
white, native-born and immigrant—joined this postal network, regularly interacting with distant locales
before the existence of telephones or even the widespread use of telegraphy. Drawing on original letters and
diaries from the period, as well as public discussions of the expanding postal system, Henkin tells the story
of how these Americans adjusted to a new world of long-distance correspondence, crowded post offices,
junk mail, valentines, and dead letters.

The Postal Age paints a vibrant picture of a society where possibilities proliferated for the kinds of personal
and impersonal communications that we often associate with more recent historical periods. In doing so, it
significantly increases our understanding of both antebellum America and our own chapter in the history of
communications.
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Martinez:

This The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America book is
just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading
this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Postal Age: The Emergence of
Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America without we comprehend teach the one who
looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Postal Age: The
Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America can bring any time you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century
America having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Lorri Nicholson:

This The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America is great
publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and
still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate
word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in
Nineteenth-Century America in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Herbert Willams:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Postal Age: The Emergence of
Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's observe.

Robert Collado:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Postal Age: The
Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America can be the solution, oh how comes?
A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely



new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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