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The truth commission is an increasingly common fixture of newly democratic states with repressive or strife-
ridden pasts. From South Africa to Haiti, truth commissions are at work with varying degrees of support and
success. To many, they are the best--or only--way to achieve a full accounting of crimes committed against
fellow citizens and to prevent future conflict. Others question whether a restorative justice that sets the guilty
free, that cleanses society by words alone, can deter future abuses and allow victims and their families to
heal. Here, leading philosophers, lawyers, social scientists, and activists representing several perspectives
look at the process of truth commissioning in general and in post-apartheid South Africa. They ask whether
the truth commission, as a method of seeking justice after conflict, is fair, moral, and effective in bringing
about reconciliation.

The authors weigh the virtues and failings of truth commissions, especially the South African Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, in their attempt to provide restorative rather than retributive justice. They
examine, among other issues, the use of reparations as social policy and the granting of amnesty in exchange
for testimony. Most of the contributors praise South Africa's decision to trade due process for the kinds of
truth that permit closure. But they are skeptical that such revelations produce reconciliation, particularly in
societies that remain divided after a compromise peace with no single victor, as in El Salvador. Ultimately,
though, they find the truth commission to be a worthy if imperfect instrument for societies seeking to say
"never again" with confidence. At a time when truth commissions have been proposed for Bosnia, Kosovo,
Cyprus, East Timor, Cambodia, Nigeria, Palestine, and elsewhere, the authors' conclusion that restorative
justice provides positive gains could not be more important.

In addition to the editors, the contributors are Amy Gutmann, Rajeev Bhargava, Elizabeth Kiss, David A.
Crocker, André du Toit, Alex Boraine, Dumisa Ntsebeza, Lisa Kois, Ronald C. Slye, Kent Greenawalt,
Sanford Levinson, Martha Minow, Charles S. Maier, Charles Villa-Vicencio, and Wilhelm Verwoerd.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Vaughan:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Truth v. Justice: The Morality of Truth Commissions.

Mary Fleming:

The book Truth v. Justice: The Morality of Truth Commissions make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Truth v. Justice:
The Morality of Truth Commissions to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open and read a guide Truth v. Justice: The Morality of Truth Commissions. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Jessie Nathan:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Truth v. Justice: The Morality of
Truth Commissions is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book.
It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lauren Allison:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Truth v. Justice: The Morality of Truth
Commissions to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about
book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine
it. Beside that the guide Truth v. Justice: The Morality of Truth Commissions can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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