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A brilliant new reading of the economic crisis—and a plan for dealing with the challenge of its
aftermath—by one of our most trenchant and informed experts.

When the nation’s economy foundered in 2008, blame was directed almost universally at Wall Street. But
Robert B. Reich suggests a different reason for the meltdown, and for a perilous road ahead. He argues that
the real problem is structural: it lies in the increasing concentration of income and wealth at the top, and in a
middle class that has had to go deeply into debt to maintain a decent standard of living.

Persuasively and straightforwardly, Reich reveals how precarious our situation still is. The last time in
American history when wealth was so highly concentrated at the top—indeed, when the top 1 percent of the
population was paid 23 percent of the nation’s income—was in 1928, just before the Great Depression. Such
a disparity leads to ever greater booms followed by ever deeper busts.

Reich’s thoughtful and detailed account of where we are headed over the next decades reveals the essential
truth about our economy that is driving our politics and shaping our future. With keen insight, he shows us
how the middle class lacks enough purchasing power to buy what the economy can produce and has adopted
coping mechanisms that have a negative impact on their quality of life; how the rich use their increasing
wealth to speculate; and how an angrier politics emerges as more Americans conclude that the game is
rigged for the benefit of a few. Unless this trend is reversed, the Great Recession will only be repeated.

Reich’s assessment of what must be done to reverse course and ensure that prosperity is widely shared
represents the path to a necessary and long-overdue transformation. Aftershock is a practical, humane, and
much-needed blueprint for both restoring America’s economy and rebuilding our society.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Aftershock: The Next Economy and America's Future. Try to
face the book Aftershock: The Next Economy and America's Future as your close friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Joshua Arwood:

This Aftershock: The Next Economy and America's Future are usually reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Aftershock: The Next Economy and America's Future can be
one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food
but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Aftershock: The Next Economy and America's Future giving you an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Larry Chaffin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Aftershock: The Next Economy and America's Future why because the
amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Lowell Decoteau:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Aftershock: The Next Economy and America's Future
can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in
this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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