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In May 1861, Jefferson Davis issued a general call for volunteers for the Confederate Army. Men responded
in such numbers that 200,000 had to be turned away. Few of these men would have attributed their zeal to
the cause of states' rights or slavery. As All That Makes a Man: Love and Ambition in the Civil War South
makes clear, most southern men saw the war more simply as a test of their manhood, a chance to defend the
honor of their sweethearts, fiances, and wives back home.
Drawing upon diaries and personal letters, Stephen Berry seamlessly weaves together the stories of six very
different men, detailing the tangled roles that love and ambition played in each man's life. Their writings
reveal a male-dominated Southern culture that exalted women as "repositories of divine grace" and treasured
romantic love as the platform from which men launched their bids for greatness. The exhilarating onset of
war seemed to these, and most southern men, a grand opportunity to fulfill their ambition for glory and to
prove their love for women--on the same field of battle. As the realities of the war became apparent,
however, the letters and diaries turned from idealized themes of honor and country to solemn reflections on
love and home.
Elegant and poetic, All That Makes a Man recovers the emotional lives of unsung Southern men and women
and reveals that the fiction of Cold Mountain mirrors a poignant reality. In their search for a cause worthy of
their lives, many Southern soldiers were disappointed in their hopes for a Southern nation. But they still had
their women's love, and there they would rebuild.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this All that Makes a Man:
Love and Ambition in the Civil War South book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jesus Gilbert:

Often the book All that Makes a Man: Love and Ambition in the Civil War South will bring someone to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book All that Makes a Man: Love and
Ambition in the Civil War South is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Paula Lauria:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this All that Makes a Man: Love and Ambition
in the Civil War South reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation All that Makes a Man: Love and
Ambition in the Civil War South as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one
guide that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Dawn Fernandez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just trying to find the All that Makes a Man: Love and Ambition in the Civil War South when
you required it?
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