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This is the first full biography of Charles Williams (1886-1945), an extraordinary and controversial figure
who was a central member of the Inklings?the group of Oxford writers that included C.S. Lewis and J.R.R.
Tolkien. Charles Williams?novelist, poet, theologian, magician and guru?was the strangest, most multi-
talented, and most controversial member of the group.

He was a pioneering fantasy writer, who still has a cult following. C.S. Lewis thought his poems on King
Arthur and the Holy Grail were among the best poetry of the twentieth century for 'the soaring and gorgeous
novelty of their technique, and their profound wisdom'. But Williams was full of contradictions. An
influential theologian, Williams was also deeply involved in the occult, experimenting extensively with
magic, practising erotically-tinged rituals, and acquiring a following of devoted
disciples.

Membership of the Inklings, whom he joined at the outbreak of the Second World War, was only the final
phase in a remarkable career. From a poor background in working-class London, Charles Williams rose to
become an influential publisher, a successful dramatist, and an innovative literary critic. His friends and
admirers included T.S. Eliot, W.H. Auden, Dylan Thomas, and the young Philip Larkin.

A charismatic personality, he held left-wing political views, and believed that the Christian churches had
dangerously undervalued sexuality. To redress the balance, he developed a 'Romantic Theology', aiming at
an approach to God through sexual love. He became the most admired lecturer in wartime Oxford,
influencing a generation of young writers before dying suddenly at the height of his powers.

This biography draws on a wealth of documents, letters and private papers, many never before opened to
researchers, and on more than twenty interviews with people who knew Williams. It vividly recreates the
bizarre and dramatic life of this strange, uneasy genius, of whom Eliot wrote, 'For him there was no frontier
between the material and the spiritual world.'
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From reader reviews:

Dewayne Campbell:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Charles Williams: The Third Inkling, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Spencer Fuentes:

The e-book with title Charles Williams: The Third Inkling includes a lot of information that you can discover
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Sonia Cramer:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be Charles Williams: The Third Inkling why because the excellent cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

Young Legg:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Charles Williams: The Third Inkling was colorful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Charles Williams: The Third Inkling has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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