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Could World War I have been averted if Franz Ferdinand and his wife hadn't been murdered by Serbian
nationalists in 1914? What if Ronald Reagan had been killed by Hinckley's bullet? Would the Cold War have
ended as it did? In Forbidden Fruit, Richard Ned Lebow develops protocols for conducting robust
counterfactual thought experiments and uses them to probe the causes and contingency of transformative
international developments like World War I and the end of the Cold War. He uses experiments, surveys,
and a short story to explore why policymakers, historians, and international relations scholars are so resistant
to the contingency and indeterminism inherent in open-ended, nonlinear systems. Most controversially,
Lebow argues that the difference between counterfactual and so-called factual arguments is misleading, as
both can be evidence-rich and logically persuasive. A must-read for social scientists, Forbidden Fruit also
examines the binary between fact and fiction and the use of counterfactuals in fictional works like Philip
Roth's The Plot Against America to understand complex causation and its implications for who we are and
what we think makes the social world work.
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From reader reviews:

Hubert Drummond:

This Forbidden Fruit: Counterfactuals and International Relations book is simply not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Forbidden Fruit: Counterfactuals and International Relations
without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Forbidden Fruit: Counterfactuals and International Relations can bring if you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Forbidden Fruit: Counterfactuals and International Relations having very good arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Rosalind Huffman:

The book Forbidden Fruit: Counterfactuals and International Relations has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after perusing this book.

Kristi Jones:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Forbidden Fruit: Counterfactuals and International
Relations why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jon Fuselier:

Beside this particular Forbidden Fruit: Counterfactuals and International Relations in your phone, it can give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Forbidden Fruit: Counterfactuals and International Relations because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find
this book along with read it from now!
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