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Combining literary and philosophical analysis, this study defends an utterly innovative reading of the early
history of poetics. It is the first to argue that there is a distinctively Socratic view of poetry and the first to
connect the Socratic view of poetry with earlier literary tradition.

Literary theory is usually said to begin with Plato's famous critique of poetry in the Republic. Grace
Ledbetter challenges this entrenched assumption by arguing that Plato's earlier dialogues Ion, Protagoras,
and Apology introduce a distinctively Socratic theory of poetry that responds polemically to traditional poets
as rival theorists. Ledbetter tracks the sources of this Socratic response by introducing separate readings of
the poetics implicit in the poetry of Homer, Hesiod, and Pindar. Examining these poets' theories from a new
angle that uncovers their literary, rhetorical, and political aims, she demonstrates their decisive influence on
Socratic thinking about poetry.

The Socratic poetics Ledbetter elucidates focuses not on censorship, but on the interpretation of poetry as a
source of moral wisdom. This philosophical approach to interpreting poetry stands at odds with the poets'
own theories--and with the Sophists' treatment of poetry. Unlike the Republic's focus on exposing and
banishing poetry's irrational and unavoidably corrupting influence, Socrates' theory includes poetry as
subject matter for philosophical inquiry within an examined life.

Reaching back into what has too long been considered literary theory's prehistory, Ledbetter advances
arguments that will redefine how classicists, philosophers, and literary theorists think about Plato's poetics.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Strum:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority
in Early Greek Theories of Poetry to read.

Paul Kindig:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to
be read. Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority in Early Greek Theories of Poetry can be your
answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Colleen Edwards:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority
in Early Greek Theories of Poetry was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority in Early Greek Theories of Poetry has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
that.

Ann Walsh:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Poetics before Plato: Interpretation and Authority in Early Greek Theories
of Poetry can make you really feel more interested to read.
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