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A great American writer's confrontation with a great European critic—a personal and intellectual
awakening

A hundred years ago, the Viennese satirist Karl Kraus was among the most penetrating and farsighted writers
in Europe. In his self-published magazine, Die Fackel, Kraus brilliantly attacked the popular media's
manipulation of reality, the dehumanizing machinery of technology and consumer capitalism, and the
jingoistic rhetoric of a fading empire. But even though he had a fervent following, which included Franz
Kafka and Walter Benjamin, he remained something of a lonely prophet, and few people today are familiar
with his work. Luckily, Jonathan Franzen is one of them.

In The Kraus Project, Franzen, whose "calm, passionate critical authority" has been praised in The New York
Times Book Review, not only presents his definitive new translations of Kraus but annotates them
spectacularly, with supplementary notes from the Kraus scholar Paul Reitter and the Austrian author Daniel
Kehlmann. Kraus was a notoriously cantankerous and difficult writer, and in Franzen he has found his
match: a novelist unafraid to voice unpopular opinions strongly, a critic capable of untangling Kraus's often
dense arguments to reveal their relevance to contemporary America.

While Kraus is lampooning the iconic German poet and essayist Heinrich Heine and celebrating his own
literary hero, the Austrian playwright Johann Nestroy, Franzen is annotating Kraus the way Kraus annotated
others, surveying today's cultural and technological landscape with fearsome clarity, and giving us a deeply
personal recollection of his first year out of college, when he fell in love with Kraus's work. Painstakingly
wrought, strikingly original in form, The Kraus Project is a feast of thought, passion, and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Lee:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Kraus Project:
Essays by Karl Kraus to read.

Danny Miller:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Kraus Project: Essays by Karl Kraus book is readable by means of
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected
with The Kraus Project: Essays by Karl Kraus content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So
, do you nonetheless thinking The Kraus Project: Essays by Karl Kraus is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Jack Rosa:

This The Kraus Project: Essays by Karl Kraus is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Kraus Project:
Essays by Karl Kraus in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Anthony Wilson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Kraus Project: Essays by Karl Kraus
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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