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Over twenty years ago, Godine published the first English tranglation of Georges Perec's masterpiece, Life A
User's Manual, hailed by the Times Literary Supplement, Boston Globe, and others as "one of the great
novels of the century." We are now proud to announce a newly revised twentieth anniversary edition of Life.
Carefully prepared, with many corrections, this edition of Life A User's Manual will be the preferred
reference edition for the future. Life is an unclassified masterpiece, a sprawling compendium as
encyclopedic as Dante's Commedia and Chaucer's Canterbury Tales and, in its break with tradition, as
inspiring as Joyce's Ulysses. Structured around a single moment in time — 8:00 p.m. on June 23, 1975 —
Perec's spellbinding puzzle begins in an apartment block in the XV 1Ith arrondissement of Paris where,
chapter by chapter, room by room, like an onion being peeled, an extraordinary rich cast of charactersis
revealed in a series of tales that are bizarre, unlikely, moving, funny, or (sometimes) quite ordinary. From the
confessions of aracing cyclist to the plans of an avenging murderer, from ayoung ethnographer obsessed
with a Sumatran tribe to the death of atrapeze artist, from the fears of an ex-croupier to the dreams of a sex-
change pop star to an eccentric English millionaire who has devised the ultimate pastime, Life is amanual of
human irony, portraying the mixed marriages of fortunes, passions and despairs, betrayals and bereavements,
of hundreds of livesin Paris and around the world. But the novel is more than an extraordinary range of
fictions; it is a closely observed account of life and experience. The apartment block's one hundred rooms are
arranged in amagic square, and the book as awhole is peppered with a staggering range of literary puzzles
and allusions, acrostics, problems of chess and logic, crosswords, and mathematical formula. All are there
for the reader to solve in the best tradition of the detective novel.
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From reader reviews:
Marie Veasquez:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare timeto try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that
guestion mainly because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this specific Life A User's
Manual (Verba Mundi Book 18) to read.

CharlesCarey:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Life A User's Manua (Verba Mundi Book 18) can
be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Thomas Baxter:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Life A User's Manua (VerbaMundi Book 18) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous
to. The Life A User's Manual (VerbaMundi Book 18) giving you another experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Andrea Lampkin:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Life A User's Manual (Verba Mundi
Book 18) to make your personal reading is interesting. Y our skill of reading expertise is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
feeling about book and examining especially. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to open abook and
examine it. Beside that the publication Life A User's Manual (Verba Mundi Book 18) can to be your brand-
new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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