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In this book, the distinguished scholar Hanna Batatu presents a comprehensive analysis of the recent social,
economic, and political evolution of Syria's peasantry, the segment of society from which the current holders
of political power stem. Batatu focuses mainly on the twentieth century and, in particular, on the Ba`th
movement, the structures of power after the military coup d'état of 1963, and the era of îvfiz al-Asad, Syria's
first ruler of peasant extraction. Without seeking to prove any single theory about Syrian life, he offers a
uniquely rich and detailed account of how power was transferred from one demographic group to another
and how that power is maintained today.

Batatu begins by examining social differences among Syria's peasants and the evolution of their mode of life
and economic circumstances. He then scrutinizes the peasants' forms of consciousness, organization, and
behavior in Ottoman and Mandate times and prior to the Ba`thists' rise to power. He explores the rural
aspects of Ba`thism and shows that it was not a single force but a plurality of interrelated groups--prominent
among them the descendants of the lesser rural notables--with different social goals and mental horizons.
The book also provides a perceptive account of President Asad, his personality and conduct, and the
characteristics and power structures of his regime. Batatu draws throughout on a wide range of
socioeconomic and biographical information and on personal interviews with Syrian peasants and political
leaders, offering invaluable insights into the complexities of a country and a regime that have long been
poorly understood by outsiders.
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From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and
Their Politics. Try to make the book Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and
Their Politics as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience
as well as knowledge with this book.

Melvin Paul:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its
Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Carrie Wakefield:

You can get this Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.

Christen Arnold:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its
Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
start a book and study it. Beside that the guide Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural
Notables, and Their Politics can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of that time.
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