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In today's world of constant identification checks, it's difficult to recall that there was ever a time when
"proof of identity" was not a part of everyday life. And as anyone knows who has ever lost a passport, or let
one expire on the eve of international travel, the passport has become an indispensable document. But how
and why did this form of identification take on such a crucial role?

In the first history of the passport in the United States, Craig Robertson offers an illuminating account of
how this document, above all others, came to be considered a reliable answer to the question: who are you?
Historically, the passport originated as an official letter of introduction addressed to foreign governments on
behalf of American travelers, but as Robertson shows, it became entangled in contemporary negotiations
over citizenship and other forms of identity documentation. Prior to World War I, passports were not
required to cross American borders, and while some people struggled to understand how a passport could
accurately identify a person, others took advantage of this new document to advance claims for citizenship.
From the strategic use of passport applications by freed slaves and a campaign to allow married women to
get passports in their maiden names, to the "passport nuisance" of the 1920s and the contested addition of
photographs and other identification technologies on the passport, Robertson sheds new light on issues of
individual and national identity in modern U.S. history.

In this age of heightened security, especially at international borders, Robertson's The Passport in America
provides anyone interested in questions of identification and surveillance with a richly detailed, and often
surprising, history of this uniquely important document.
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From reader reviews:

Logan Merritt:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Passport in America: The
History of a Document book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Lawrence Caulfield:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Passport in America: The History of a Document, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Reta Zimmer:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Passport in America: The History of a Document.

Henry Slaughter:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Passport in America: The History of a Document your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get prior to. The The Passport in America: The History of a Document giving you one more experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now



let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?
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