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Adored by many, appalling to some, baffling still to others, few authors defy any single critical narrative to
the confounding extent that James Baldwin manages. Was he a black or queer writer? Was he areligious or
secular writer? Was he a spokesman for the civil rights movement or a champion of the individual? His
critics, as disparate as his readership, endlessly wrestle with paradoxes, not just in hiswork but also in the
life of aman who described himself as "all those strangers called Jimmy Baldwin" and who declared that "all
theories are suspect.”

Viewing Baldwin through a cultural-historical lens alongside a more traditional literary critical approach, All
Those Strangers examines how his fiction and nonfiction shaped and responded to key political and cultural
developmentsin the United States from the 1940s to the 1980s. Showing how external forces molded
Baldwin's personal, palitical, and psychological development, Douglas Field breaks through the established
critical difficulties caused by Baldwin's geographical, ideological, and artistic multiplicity by analyzing his
life and work against the radically transformative politics of histime. The book explores under-researched
areas in Baldwin's life and work, including his relationship to the Left, his FBI files, and the significance of
Africain hiswriting, while also contributing to wider discussions about postwar US culture. Field deftly
navigates key twentieth-century themes-the Cold War, African American literary history, conflicts between
spirituality and organized religion, and transnationalism-to bring a number of isolated subjects into dialogue
with each other.

By exploring the paradoxes in Baldwin's development as a writer, rather than trying to fix his life and work
into asingle framework, All Those Strangers contradicts the accepted critical paradigm that Baldwin's life
and work are too ambiguous to make sense of. By studying him as an individual and an artist in flux, Field
reveals the manifold waysin which Baldwin's work develops and coheres.
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From reader reviews:

John Burns:

This All Those Strangers: The Art and Lives of James Baldwin usually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this All Those Strangers: The Art and Lives of James
Baldwin can be on thelist of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it amost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this All Those Strangers: The Art and Lives of James Baldwin forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day action. S0, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gordon Frederick:

Typically the book All Those Strangers: The Art and Lives of James Baldwin will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain theideais very unique. In the event
you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book All Those Strangers: The Art
and Lives of James Baldwin is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can aso get the e-book from
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

William Brown:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love All Those Strangers: The Art and Lives of James
Baldwin, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of
hangout typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Manuel Frazier:

This All Those Strangers: The Art and Lives of James Baldwin is great publication for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who also aways deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having All
Those Strangers: The Art and Lives of James Baldwin in your hand like having the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or
fifteen moment right but this e-book aready do that. So, this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt that will?
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