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Life on the Malecón is a narrative ethnography of the lives of street children and youth living in Santo

Domingo, Dominican Republic, and the non-governmental organizations that provide social services for

them. Writing from the perspective of an anthropologist working as a street educator with a child welfare

organization, Jon M. Wolseth follows the intersecting lives of children, the institutions they come into

contact with, and the relationships they have with each other, their families, and organization workers.

Often socioeconomic conditions push these children to move from their homes to the streets, but sometimes

they themselves may choose the allure of the perceived freedoms and opportunities that street life has to

offer. What they find, instead, is violence, disease, and exploitation—the daily reality through which they

learn to maneuver and survive. Wolseth describes the stresses, rewards, and failures of the organizations and

educators who devote their resources to working with this population.

The portrait of Santo Domingo’s street children and youth population that emerges is of a diverse community

with variations that may be partly related to skin color, gender, and class. The conditions for these youth are

changing as the economy of the Dominican Republic changes. Although the children at the core of this book

live and sleep on avenues and plazas and in abandoned city buildings, they are not necessarily glue- and

solvent-sniffing beggars or petty thieves on the margins of society. Instead, they hold a key position in the

service sector of an economy centered on tourism.

Life on the Malecón offers a window into the complex relationships children and youth construct in the

course of mapping out their social environment. Using a child-centered approach, Wolseth focuses on the

social lives of the children by relating the stories that they themselves tell as well as the activities he

observes.
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From reader reviews:

James Dungan:

This book untitled Life on the Malecón: Children and Youth on the Streets of Santo Domingo (Series in
Childhood Studies) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer
or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this publication from your list.

Martin McDaniel:

The book untitled Life on the Malecón: Children and Youth on the Streets of Santo Domingo (Series in
Childhood Studies) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy
to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of
literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Lisa Martin:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Life on the Malecón: Children and
Youth on the Streets of Santo Domingo (Series in Childhood Studies) is simple bringing you can read it in
the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Merlin Doyle:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Life on the Malecón: Children and Youth on the Streets
of Santo Domingo (Series in Childhood Studies) or others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Life on the Malecón: Children and Youth on the
Streets of Santo Domingo (Series in Childhood Studies) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.
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