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Understanding the origins of business is fundamental to grasping modern life, yet most historians look only
to the nineteenth century to build their narratives. While the industrial revolution profoundly remade
business practice and established much of the corporate organization we recognize today, the sweep of
business history actually begins much earlier, with the initial cities of Mesopotamia. Traveling back to this
society of ancient traders and consumers, Keith Roberts recasts the rise of modern business, exposing the
flaws inherent in dominant histories and the parallels between early and modern business practice.

Roberts's fascinating narrative begins five thousand years ago in the Middle East. Explaining why prehistoric
tribes had no "business,”" he describes the lack of material conditions and conceptual framework that made
such an interchange impossible. Roberts then locates the origins of businessin the long distance trade of
ancient Mesopotamia, especially through slave trading, retailing, and financing, and maps the rise of modern
models of currency, markets, and businessin Greece, along with the emergence of banking, mercenaries, and
reliable small coinage. The conquests of Alexander the Great brought these advances to the Mediterranean
world and the Middle East. Agribusiness took root, and the Romans devel oped public contracting,
corporations, and even shopping malls. Roberts concludes with the mysterious, virtual disappearance of
businessin the third century A.D. Each of his chapters vividly portrays the major types of business that
thrived in a certain era and the status, wealth, and treatment of business owners, managers, and workers. The
narrative throughout sustains a focus on issues of business morality, the nature of wealth, the role of finance,
and the development of public institutions shaping business possibilities. In extent and content, Roberts's
research is unparalleled, forming an absorbing account of along neglected history.
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From reader reviews:
LucasFlorio:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take amove, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The
Origins of Business, Money, and Markets (Columbia Business School Publishing)? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

John Edwards:

The book The Origins of Business, Money, and Markets (Columbia Business School Publishing) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like
abook The Origins of Business, Money, and Markets (Columbia Business School Publishing)? A number of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many factsfor us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you may share al of these. Book The Origins of Business, Money, and
Markets (Columbia Business School Publishing) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it isvery
wonderful.

Philip Brown:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for awhileis reading. Y eah,
by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The Origins of Business, Money,
and Markets (Columbia Business School Publishing) book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Pandora Rice:

Precisely why? Because this The Origins of Business, Money, and Markets (Columbia Business School
Publishing) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book closeto it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you alot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking means. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | were you | will go to the book



store hurriedly.
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