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In this innovative study, Jesse challenges the prevailing view of Blake as an antinomian and describes him as
a theological moderate who defended an evangelical faith akin to the Methodism of John Wesley. She arrives
at this conclusion by contextualizing Blake’s works not only within Methodism, but in relation to other
religious groups he addressed in his art, including the Established Church, deism, and radical religions.
Further, she analyzes his works by sorting out the theological “road signs” he directed to each audience. This
approach reveals Blake engaging each faction through its most prized beliefs, manipulating its own doctrines
through visual and verbal guide-posts designed to communicate specifically with that group. She argues that,
once we collate Blake’s messages to his intended audiences—sounding radical to the conservatives and
conservative to the radicals—we find him advocating a system that would have been recognized by his
contemporaries as Wesleyan in orientation. This thesis also relies on an accurate understanding of
eighteenth-century Methodism: Jesse underscores the empirical rationalism pervading Wesley’s theology,
highlighting differences between Methodism as practiced and as publicly caricatured.

Undergirding this project is Jesse’s call for more rigorous attention to the dramatic character of Blake’s
works. She notes that scholars still typically use phrases like “Blake says” or “Blake believes,” followed by
some claim made by a Blakean character, without negotiating the complex narrative dynamics that might
enable us to understand the rhetorical purposes of that statement, as heard by Blake’s respective audiences.
Jesse maintains we must expect to find reflections in Blake’s works of all the theologies he engaged. The
question is: what was he doing with them, and why? In order to divine what Blake meant to communicate,
we must explore how those he targeted would have perceived his arguments.

Jesse concludes that by analyzing the dramatic character of Blake’s works theologically through this wide-
angled, audience-oriented approach, we see him orchestrating a grand rapprochement of the extreme
theologies of his day into a unified vision that integrates faith and reason.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled William Blake's
Religious Vision: There's a Methodism in His Madness? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Dexter Forsyth:

The reserve untitled William Blake's Religious Vision: There's a Methodism in His Madness is the e-book
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a
person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of William Blake's Religious Vision:
There's a Methodism in His Madness from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Thomas Heiden:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book William Blake's Religious Vision: There's a Methodism in His Madness we can have more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book
William Blake's Religious Vision: There's a Methodism in His Madness. You can more desirable than now.

Nicolas Olsen:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book William Blake's Religious Vision: There's a
Methodism in His Madness to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and
learn it. Beside that the reserve William Blake's Religious Vision: There's a Methodism in His Madness can
to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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