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As recently as 1874, no laws yet existed in this country for the protection of children. In New York of the
same year, it was the widely publicized case of Mary Ellen Wilson-a nine-year-old girl who had been a
prisoner in her tenement home, enduring unimaginable cruelty-that was the first to draw national and
worldwide attention to both the social issue of child abuse and to the notion that children are entitled to
humane treatment. American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) founder Henry
Bergh and his attorney, Elbridge T. Gerry, intervened on behalf of the abused little girl. Following this case,
the first child protection agency was founded: the New York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children. This examination of the child abuse case begins with a look at Mary Ellen Wilson's life and
provides background on the events surrounding the case. It draws upon-and reproduces within the text-
numerous primary sources. Mary Ellen's famous court testimony, queries urging Henry Bergh's ASPCA to
continue work on behalf of children, articles describing the courtroom scene, pleas from Mary Ellen's family
appealing for her custody and published documentation of the trial itself are all offered here for the first time.
The extensive amounts of newspaper coverage, family letters, judicial orders and court transcripts presented
in this work chronicle the historical case and its effects which have since provided hope for millions of
abused and neglected children. The authors also wrote a novelized version of the story entitled "Out of the
Darkness: The Story of Mary Ellen Wilson." (Dolphin Moon, 1999)
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From reader reviews:

Esther Watson:

With other case, little folks like to read book Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson Files. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Case #1: The Mary
Ellen Wilson Files. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Frank Anderson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Case #1: The Mary Ellen
Wilson Files is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Leslie James:

The event that you get from Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson Files may be the more deep you searching the
information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson Files giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Case #1: The Mary Ellen
Wilson Files instantly.

Suzanne Palmer:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson Files
can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson
Files.
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