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The Cold War era spawned a host of anxieties in American society, and in response, Americans sought
cultural institutions that reinforced their sense of national identity and held at bay their nagging insecurities.
They saw football as a broad, though varied, embodiment of national values. College teams in particular
were thought to exemplify the essence of America: strong men committed to hard work, teamwork, and
overcoming pain. Toughness and defiance were primary virtues, and many found in the game an idealized
American identity.

In this book, Kurt Kemper charts the steadily increasing investment of American national ideals in the
presentation and interpretation of college football, beginning with a survey of the college game during World
War II. From the Army-Navy game immediately before Pearl Harbor, through the gradual expansion of bowl
games and television coverage, to the public debates over racially integrated teams, college football became
ever more a playing field for competing national ideals. Americans utilized football as a cultural mechanism
to magnify American distinctiveness in the face of Soviet gains, and they positioned the game as a cultural
force that embodied toughness, discipline, self-deprivation, and other values deemed crucial to confront the
Soviet challenge.

Americans applied the game in broad strokes to define an American way of life. They debated and
interpreted issues such as segregation, free speech, and the role of the academy in the Cold War. College
Football and American Culture in the Cold War Era offers a bold new contribution to our understanding of
Americans' assumptions and uncertainties regarding the Cold War.
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From reader reviews:

Lavelle Hildreth:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the College Football and American
Culture in the Cold War Era (Sport and Society) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Kim Armstrong:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them
is this College Football and American Culture in the Cold War Era (Sport and Society).

John Guenther:

College Football and American Culture in the Cold War Era (Sport and Society) can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing College Football and American Culture in the Cold War Era (Sport and Society)
although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial
pondering.

James Sweeney:

You will get this College Football and American Culture in the Cold War Era (Sport and Society) by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed and also
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still



change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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