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People everywhere have attempted to change their bodies in an effort to meet their cultural standards of
beauty, as well as their religious and/or social obligations. Often times, this modification or adornment of
their bodies is part of the complex process of creating and re-creating personal and social identities. Body
painting has probably been practiced since the Paleolithic as archaeological evidence indicates, and the
earliest human evidence of tattooing goes back to the Neolithic with mummies found in Europe, Central
Asia, the Andes and the Middle East. Adornments such as jewelry have been found in the earliest human
graves and bodies unearthed from five thousand years ago show signs of intentional head shaping. It is clear
that adorning and modifying the body is a central human practice. Over 200 entries address the major
adornments and modifications, their historical and cross-cultural locations, and the major cultural groups and
places in which body modification has been central to social and cultural practices. This encyclopedia also
includes background information on the some of the central figures involved in creating and popularizing
tattooing, piercing, and other body modifications in the modern world. Finally, the book addresses some of
the major theoretical issues surrounding the temporary and permanent modification of the body, the laws and
customs regarding the marking of the body, and the social movements that have influenced or embraced
body modification, and those which have been affected by it.

All cultures everywhere have attempted to change their body in an attempt to meet their cultural standards of
beauty, as well as their religious and or social obligations. In addition, people modify and adorn their bodies
as part of the complex process of creating and re-creating their personal and social identities. Body painting
has probably been practiced since the Paleolithic as archaeological evidence indicates, and the earliest human
evidence of tattooing goes back to the Neolithic with mummies found in Europe, Central Asia, the Andes
and the Middle East. Adornments such as jewelry have been found in the earliest human graves and bodies
unearthed from five thousand years ago show signs of intentional head shaping. It is clear that adorning and
modifying the body is a central human practice. Over 200 entries address the major adornments and
modifications, their historical and cross-cultural locations, and the major cultural groups and places in which
body modification has been central to social and cultural practices. This encyclopedia also includes
background information on the some of the central figures involved in creating and popularizing tattooing,
piercing, and other body modifications in the modern world. Finally, the book addresses some of the major
theoretical issues surrounding the temporary and permanent modification of the body, the laws and customs
regarding the marking of the body, and the social movements that have influenced or embraced body
modification, and those which have been affected by it.

Entries include, acupuncture, amputation, Auschwitz, P.T. Barnum, the Bible, body dysmorphic disorder,
body piercing, branding, breast augmentation and reduction, Betty Broadbent, castration, Christianity, cross
dressers, Dances Sacred and Profane, Egypt, female genital mutilation, foot binding, freak shows, genetic
engineering, The Great Omi, Greco-Roman world, henna, infibulation, legislation & regulation, lip plates,
medical tattooing, Meso-America, military tattoos, National Tattoo Association, nose piercing, obesity,
permanent makeup, primitivism, prison tattooing, punk, rites of passage, scalpelling, silicone injections,
Stalking Cat, suspensions, tanning, tattoo reality shows, tattooing, Thailand, transgender, tribalism.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Powers:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do that.
You must know how great along with important the book Encyclopedia of Body Adornment. All type of
book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Richard Riggins:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on guardería until university need that Encyclopedia of Body Adornment to read.

Julie Gooch:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. Encyclopedia of Body Adornment can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short
free time problems.

Joseph Wilds:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Encyclopedia of Body Adornment to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and reading
through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book
Encyclopedia of Body Adornment can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of this time.
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