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María de las Mercedes de Santa Cruz y Montalvo, condesa de Merlin (1789-1852). Cuba.
Nació en una familia de la aristocracia habanera el 5 de febrero de 1789. Hija de Joaquín de Santa Cruz y
Cárdenas y María Teresa Montalvo y O’Farril, condes de Jaruco y Mompox. La condesa de Merlin ingresó
en el Convento de Santa Clara en La Habana a los ocho años y harta de la vida religiosa intentó fugarse,
ayudada por la madre Santa Inés, inspiradora de su libro, Historia de Sor Inés (1832).
Tras su intento de huida la familia se fue a Madrid. Allí murió su padre y, tras la invasión francesa, la familia
se refugió en la casa del general Gonzalo O’Farril, quien mantenía muy buenas relaciones con José
Bonaparte. En ese ambiente conoció a Goya, Quintana y Meléndez Valdés y al conde de Merlin, con quien
se casó a los veinte años.
Con la derrota de los franceses el matrimonio marchó a París. Figuras políticas y artistas frecuentaron su
salón; entre ellos, la princesa de Caraman, Lord Palmerson, el general Lafayette, el conde de Orsay, Victor
Hugo, Honoré de Balzac, Alfred de Musset, Alphonse de Lamartine, Franz Liszt, Gioachino Rossini, George
Sand, José de la Luz y Caballero, José Antonio Saco y Domingo del Monte.
La condesa de Merlin viajó por Alemania, Suiza, Inglaterra e Italia. Enviudó en 1839 y en 1840 regresó a
Cuba, y escribió Viaje a La Habana (1844). Por entonces fue acusada de plagiar a Cirilo Villaverde, José
Antonio Saco, y Ramón de Palma. Félix Tanco y Bosmeniel fue unos de sus principales detractores; con su
Refutación al folleto intitulado Viage a la Habana, publicado en 1844. En el bando opuesto, estuvieron
Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda y Gabriel de la Concepción Valdés, quien le dedicó una oda sentimental a
su partida de La Habana en 1840.
Tras Mis primeros doce años, publicó Historia de Sor Inés (1832), Souvenirs et Mémoires (1836), Los
pasatiempos de las mujeres del mundo (1838), Madame Malinbran, Los esclavos en las colonias españolas
(1841), Viaje a La Habana (1844), Lola y María y Las leonas de París (1845) y Le Duc d’Athènes (1852). La
condesa de Merlín, murió el 31 de marzo de 1852, en el Castillo de Dissay, a las afueras de Poitiers, en
Francia.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Vasquez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Los esclavos en las colonias espan?olas (Spanish Edition). Try to
make the book Los esclavos en las colonias espan?olas (Spanish Edition) as your pal. It means that it can to
become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Robert Riggio:

The knowledge that you get from Los esclavos en las colonias espan?olas (Spanish Edition) could be the
more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Los esclavos en las colonias espan?olas (Spanish Edition)
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Los esclavos en las colonias espan?olas (Spanish
Edition) instantly.

Rudy Nixon:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book Los esclavos en las colonias espan?olas (Spanish Edition) was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Jenny Perez:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book Los esclavos en las colonias espan?olas (Spanish Edition) we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Los
esclavos en las colonias espan?olas (Spanish Edition). You can more desirable than now.
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