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If art and science have one thing in common, it's a hunger for the new—new ideas and innovations, new
ways of seeing and depicting the world. But that desire for novelty carries with it a fundamental
philosophical problem: If everything has to come from something, how can anything truly new emerge? Is
novelty even possible?

In Novelty, Michael North takes us on a dazzling tour of more than two millennia of thinking about the
problem of the new, from the puzzles of the pre-Socratics all the way up to the art world of the 1960s and
'70s. The terms of the debate, North shows, were established before Plato, and have changed very little
since: novelty, philosophers argued, could only arise from either recurrence or recombination. The former,
found in nature's cycles of renewal, and the latter, seen most clearly in the workings of language, between
them have accounted for nearly all the ways in which novelty has been conceived in Western history, taking
in reformation, renaissance, invention, revolution, and even evolution. As he pursues this idea through
centuries and across disciplines, North exhibits astonishing range, drawing on figures as diverse as Charles
Darwin and Robert Smithson, Thomas Kuhn and Ezra Pound, Norbert Wiener and Andy Warhol, all of
whom offer different ways of grappling with the idea of originality.

Novelty, North demonstrates, remains a central problem of contemporary science and literature—an ever-
receding target that, in its complexity and evasiveness, continues to inspire and propel the modern. A heady,
ambitious intellectual feast, Novelty is rich with insight, a masterpiece of perceptive synthesis.
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From reader reviews:
Anna Bailey:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Novelty: A History of the New. Try to make the book Novelty:
A History of the New as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense aone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , et me make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Glen Bass:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Novelty: A History of the New, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Mamie Donnelly:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Novelty: A History of the New your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to.
The Novelty: A History of the New giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful factsfor your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
thisis your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Edith Manning:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hoursaday. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Novelty: A History of the New
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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