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When reporters asked about the Bush administration’s timing in making their case for the Iraq war, then
Chief of Staff Andrew Card responded that “from an marketing point of view, you don’t introduce new
products in August.” While surprising only in its candor, this statement signified the extent to which
consumer culture has pervaded every aspect of life. For those troubled by the long reach of the marketplace,
resistance can seem futile. However, a new generation of progressive activists has begun to combat the
media supremacy of multinational corporations by using the very tools and techniques employed by their
adversaries.

 

In OurSpace, Christine Harold examines the deployment and limitations of “culture jamming” by activists.
These techniques defy repressive corporate culture through parodies, hoaxes, and pranks. Among the
examples of sabotage she analyzes are the magazine Adbusters’ spoofs of familiar ads and the Yes Men’s
impersonations of company spokespersons.

 

While these strategies are appealing, Harold argues that they are severely limited in their ability to challenge
capitalism. Indeed, many of these tactics have already been appropriated by corporate marketers to create an
aura of authenticity and to sell even more products. For Harold, it is a different type of opposition that offers
a genuine alternative to corporate consumerism. Exploring the revolutionary Creative Commons movement,
copyleft, and open source technology, she advocates a more inclusive approach to intellectual property that
invites innovation and wider participation in the creative process.

 

From switching the digital voice boxes of Barbie dolls and G.I. Joe action figures to inserting the silhouetted
image of Abu Ghraib’s iconic hooded and wired victim into Apple’s iPod ads, high-profile instances of
anticorporate activism over the past decade have challenged, but not toppled, corporate media domination.
OurSpace makes the case for a provocative new approach by co-opting the logic of capitalism itself.

 

Christine Harold is assistant professor of speech communication at the University of Georgia.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book OurSpace: Resisting the Corporate Control of
Culture. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important some sort of book OurSpace: Resisting the Corporate Control of Culture. You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet system. It
is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Adam Perlman:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide OurSpace: Resisting the Corporate Control of
Culture will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Raymond Brown:

Here thing why this OurSpace: Resisting the Corporate Control of Culture are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. OurSpace: Resisting the Corporate Control of Culture giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with
OurSpace: Resisting the Corporate Control of Culture. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of OurSpace: Resisting the
Corporate Control of Culture in e-book can be your choice.

Steven Delorme:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book OurSpace: Resisting the Corporate
Control of Culture to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and
examine it. Beside that the e-book OurSpace: Resisting the Corporate Control of Culture can to be your
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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