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This fast-paced history of the FBI presents the first balanced and complete portrait of the vast, powerful, and
sometimes bitterly criticized American institution. Rhodri Jeffreys-Jones, a well-known expert on U.S.
intelligence agencies, tells the bureau’s story in the context of American history. Along the way he
challenges conventional understandings of that story and assesses the FBI’s strengths and weaknesses as an
institution.
 
Common wisdom traces the origin of the bureau to 1908, but Jeffreys-Jones locates its true beginnings in the
1870s, when Congress acted in response to the Ku Klux Klan campaign of terror against black American
voters. The character and significance of the FBI derive from this original mission, the author contends, and
he traces the evolution of the mission into the twenty-first century.
 
The book makes a number of surprising observations: that the role of J. Edgar Hoover has been exaggerated
and the importance of attorneys general underestimated, that splitting counterintelligence between the FBI
and the CIA in 1947 was a mistake, and that xenophobia impaired the bureau’s preemptive anti-terrorist
powers before and after 9/11. The author concludes with a fresh consideration of today’s FBI and the
increasingly controversial nature of its responsibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The FBI: A History will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Charlene Rodriquez:

You may get this The FBI: A History by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to
be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Elois Montgomery:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The FBI: A History or even others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
The FBI: A History to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Michael Aldrich:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The FBI: A History can make you really feel more interested to read.
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