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The recent dedication of the World War II memorial and the sixtieth-anniversary commemoration of D-Day
remind us of the hold that World War II still has over America's sense of itself. But the selective process of
memory has radically shaped our picture of the conflict. Why else, for instance, was a 1995 Smithsonian
exhibition on Hiroshima that was to include photographs of the first atomic bomb victims, along with their
testimonials, considered so controversial? And why do we so readily remember the civilian bombings of
Britain but not those of Dresden, Hamburg, and Tokyo?

Marianna Torgovnick argues that we have lived, since the end of World War II, under the power of a war
complex—a set of repressed ideas and impulses that stems from our unresolved attitudes toward the
technological acceleration of mass death. This complex has led to gaps and hesitations in public discourse
about atrocities committed during the war itself. And it remains an enduring wartime consciousness, one
most recently animated on September 11.

Showing how different events from World War II became prominent in American cultural memory while
others went forgotten or remain hidden in plain sight, The War Complex moves deftly from war films and
historical works to television specials and popular magazines to define the image and influence of World
War II in our time. Torgovnick also explores the 1961 trial of Adolf Eichmann, the emotional legacy of the
Holocaust, and the treatment of World War II's missing history by writers such as W. G. Sebald to reveal the
unease we feel at our dependence on those who hold the power of total war. Thinking anew, then, about how
we account for war to each other and ourselves, Torgovnick ultimately, and movingly, shows how these
anxieties and fears have prepared us to think about September 11 and our current war in Iraq.
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From reader reviews:

William Sebastian:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The War Complex:
World War II in Our Time? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

Cleveland Bolton:

The actual book The War Complex: World War II in Our Time has a lot details on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Isabel McNeal:

The reason? Because this The War Complex: World War II in Our Time is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Susan Preuss:

This The War Complex: World War II in Our Time is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The War Complex: World
War II in Our Time can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide
is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life in
addition to knowledge.
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