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As master of novices for ten years (1955-1965) at the Cistercian Abbey of Our Lady of Gethsemani in
Kentucky, Thomas Merton was responsible for the spiritual formation of young men preparing for monastic
profession. In this volume, three related sets of Merton’s conferences on ancient and contemporary
documents governing the lives of the monks are published for the first time:

« on the Carta Caritatis, or Charter of Charity, the foundational document of the Order of Citeaux

« on the Consuetudines, the twelfth-century collection of customs and regulations of the Order

« on the twentieth-century Constitutions of the Order, the basic rules by which Merton and his students
actually lived at the time

These conferences form an essential part of the overall picture of Cistercian monastic life that Merton
provided as part of his project of “initiation into the monastic tradition” that is evident in the broad variety of
courses that he put together and taught over the period of his mastership.

As Abbot John Eudes Bamberger, ocso, himself aformer student of Merton, notesin his preface to this
volume, “The texts presented in this present book eventually gave rise to the Cistercian way of spiritual
living that continues to contribute to the Church’s witnessin this new millennium. This publication isa
witness to the process of transformation that ensures the continuity of the Catholic monastic tradition that
witnesses to the God who, as Saint Augustine observed is‘ever old and ever new.’”
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From reader reviews:
L atasha Sutterfield:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Charter, Customs, and Constitutions of the Cistercians:
Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 7 (Monastic Wisdom Series). Try to stumble through book Charter,
Customs, and Constitutions of the Cistercians: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 7 (Monastic Wisdom
Series) asyour close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we
should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jewel Williams:

Now aday those who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can betrue or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Charter, Customs, and
Constitutions of the Cistercians: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 7 (Monastic Wisdom Series) book as
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Victor Green:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer can be Charter, Customs, and Constitutions of the Cistercians: Initiation into the
Monastic Tradition 7 (Monastic Wisdom Series) why because the amazing cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Raul Miller:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou will
observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
your account is Charter, Customs, and Constitutions of the Cistercians: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition
7 (Monastic Wisdom Series) thisreserve consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld



now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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