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Over time, male homosexuality and effeminacy have become indelibly associated, sometimes even
synonymous. In Faeries, Bears, and Leathermen, Peter Hennen contends that this stigma of effeminacy
exerts a powerful influence on gay subcultures. Through a comparative ethnographic analysis of three
communities, Hennen explores the surprising ways that conventional masculinity is being collectively
challenged, subverted, or perpetuated in contemporary gay male culture.

Hennen’s colorful study focuses on a trio of groups: the Radical Faeries, who parody effeminacy by
playfully embracing it, donning prom dresses and glitter; the Bears, who strive to appear like “regular guys”
and celebrate their larger, hairier bodies; and the Leathermen, who emulate hypermasculine biker culture,
simultaneously paying homage to and undermining notions of manliness. Along with a historical analysis of
the association between effeminacy and homosexuality, Hennen examines how this connection affects the
groups’ sexual practices. Ultimately, he argues, while all three groups adopt innovative approaches to gender
issues and sexual pleasure, masculine norms continue to constrain members of each community.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Chaffee:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Faeries,
Bears, and Leathermen: Men in Community Queering the Masculine? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Cindy Johnson:

Typically the book Faeries, Bears, and Leathermen: Men in Community Queering the Masculine will bring
someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Faeries, Bears, and Leathermen:
Men in Community Queering the Masculine is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Chung England:

Exactly why? Because this Faeries, Bears, and Leathermen: Men in Community Queering the Masculine is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Louise Guest:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Faeries, Bears, and Leathermen: Men in
Community Queering the Masculine guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation
Faeries, Bears, and Leathermen: Men in Community Queering the Masculine as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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