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“All art and the love of art,” Victor Brombert writes at the beginning of the deeply personal Musings on
Mortality, “allow usto negate our nothingness.” As ayoung man returning from World War 11, Brombert
came to understand this truth as he immersed himself in literature. Death can be found everywhere in
literature, he saw, but literature itself is on the side of life. With delicacy and penetrating insight, Brombert
traces the theme of mortality in the work of a group of authors who wrote during the past century and a half,
teasing out and comparing their views of death as they emerged from vastly different cultural contexts.

Leo Tolstoy, Thomas Mann, Franz Kafka, VirginiaWoolf, Albert Camus, Giorgio Bassani, J. M. Coetzee,
and Primo Levi—these are the writers whose works Brombert plumbs, illuminating their views on the
meaning of life and the human condition. But there is more to their work, he shows, than a pervasive interest
in mortality: they wrote not only of physical death but also of the threat of moral and spiritual death—and as
the twentieth century progressed, they increasingly reflected on the traumatic events of their times and the
growing sense of a collective historical tragedy. He probes the individual struggle with death, for example,
through Tolstoy’s Ivan Ilych and Mann’s Aschenbach, while he explores the destruction of whole
civilizationsin Bassani, Camus, and Primo Levi. For Kafka and Woolf, writing seems to hold the promise of
salvation, though that promise is seen as ambiguous and even deceptive, while Coetzee, writing about
violence and apartheid South Africa, is deeply concerned with a sense of disgrace. Throughout the book,
Brombert roots these writers' reflections in philosophical meditations on mortality. Ultimately, he reveals
that by understanding how these authors wrote about mortality, we can grasp the full scope of their literary
achievement and vision.

Drawing deeply from the well of Brombert’'s own experience, Musings on Mortality is more than mere
literary criticism: it isamoving and elegant book for all to learn and live by.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Taylor:

The book Musings on Mortality: From Tolstoy to Primo Levi will bring that you the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unigue. Should you try to find new book to learn,
this book very suited to you. The book Musings on Mortality: From Tolstoy to Primo Levi is much
recommended to you to see. Y ou can aso get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Wayne Martin:

The e-book with title Musings on Mortality: From Tolstoy to Primo Levi haslot of information that you can
discover it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. This book exist new information the information
that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Ester Beckles:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
abook you can get awide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Musings on Mortality: From Tolstoy to Primo Levi will give you new experience in studying a book.

Stacey Greene:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case.
Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Musings on Mortality: From Tolstoy to Primo Levi can make you sense
more interested to read.
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