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In 1789, when George Washington was elected the first president of the United States, laymen from all six
Jewish congregations in the new nation sent him congratulatory letters. He replied to all six. Thus, after more
than a century of Jewish life in colonial America the small communities of Jews present at the birth of the
nation proudly announced their religious institutions to the country and were recognized by its new leader.
By this time, the synagogue had become the most significant institution of American Jewish life, a
dominance that was not challenged until the twentieth century, when other institutions such as Jewish
community centers or Jewish philanthropic organizations claimed to be the hearts of their Jewish
communities.

Concise yet comprehensive, The Synagogue in America is the first history of this all-important structure,
illuminating its changing role within the American Jewish community over the course of three centuries.
From Atlanta and Des Moines to Los Angeles and New Orleans, Marc Lee Raphael moves beyond the New
York metropolitan area to examine Orthodox, Reform, Conservative, and Reconstuctionist synagogue life
everywhere. Using the records of approximately 125 Jewish congregations, he traces the emergence of the
synagogue in the United States from its first instances in the colonial period, when each of the half dozen
initial Jewish communities had just one synagogue each, to its proliferation as the nation and the American
Jewish community grew and diversified.

Encompassing architecture, forms of worship, rabbinic life, fundraising, creative liturgies, and feminism, The
Synagogue in America is the go-to history for understanding the synagogue's significance in American
Jewish life.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Locke:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because just their
can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need this specific The Synagogue in America: A Short History to read.

James Rodriguez:

Here thing why this The Synagogue in America: A Short History are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. The Synagogue in America: A Short History giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Synagogue in
America: A Short History. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Synagogue in America: A Short History in e-book can be
your option.

Vanessa Gibson:

This The Synagogue in America: A Short History is great reserve for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Synagogue in America: A Short History in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
which?

Carmine Caulfield:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book The
Synagogue in America: A Short History. You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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