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Around the beginning of the common era, Indian Buddhists began to collect fables, or Jatakatales,
illuminating various human virtues and foibles—from kindness, cooperation, loyalty, and self-discipline on
the one hand to greed, pride, foolishness, and treachery on the other. Animals, instead of people, took the
leading roles, giving thetales a universal appeal. Tales of this kind have emerged all over the world—in the
Mediterranean as Aesop's fables and in various other guises throughout the Middle East, East Asia, Africa,
Russia, and Europe.

Author and painter Mark McGinnis has collected thirty-two of these tales and retold them in poetic yet
accessible language, their original Buddhist messages firmly intact. Each story is beautifully illustrated with
afull-color painting, making this a book that will appeal to both children and adults, Buddhist and non-
Buddhist, who love fine stories about their fellow wise (and foolish) creatures.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Cushman:

The book When the Buddha Was an Elephant: 32 Anima Wisdom Tales from the Jataka can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we |leave the best thing like a book
When the Buddha Was an Elephant: 32 Animal Wisdom Tales from the Jataka? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you may share al of these. Book When the Buddha Was an Elephant: 32 Anima Wisdom Tales
from the Jataka has simpl e shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can
search the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Beck:

Spent afree timeto be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Will you something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could be reading abook is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the book untitled When the Buddha Was an Elephant: 32 Animal Wisdom Tales from
the Jataka can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Brandon I nouye:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping When the Buddha Was
an Elephant: 32 Animal Wisdom Tales from the Jataka that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world much better then how they react when it comesto the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky person but for al of you who wants to become success person. So , for
every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick When the Buddha Was an
Elephant: 32 Animal Wisdom Tales from the Jataka become your current starter.

Raymond Nelson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to something
by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is When the Buddha
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